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  THE   BITTER END 
     

News from Skagit Bay Sail and Power Squadron 
     January 2017 
      Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the friends SM 

     Web Page: www.skagitsquadron.org 
        Email: ssboatschool@hotmail.com 
          Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/SBSPS/ 

 

Commander’s Message 
Donna J. Mason, AP 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Wishing you safe and fun times 
in this New Year. 

One Bellingham boater ended the year with 
one on the rocks, and they were in the drink, 
not in his drink.  He and his dog were rescued 
by the USCG after his anchored 38’ fiberglass 
sailboat in Bellingham Bay began drifting.  
With 3-5’ waves and 20 mph winds, he could-
n’t prevent the boat from crashing into a rocky 
seawall of an abandoned pier along the 
shoreline.  Sailor Jody Winningham was baf-
fled about how the anchor could have come 
loose—he suspects it was hit by a log and 

loosened.  The irony here is he is the one 
who has been reminding other sailors to take 
extra precautions with their anchors. 

At our Holiday Party and Lighted Boat Parade 
at the LaConner Pub, our members contribut-
ed $190 to the Skagit Valley Neighbors in 
Need Food Program.  A squadron letter ac-
companied the funds, and the organization 
already sent us a thank you letter.  Thanks to 
all who participated. 

Those new to this area who want to hunker 
down in the icy weather with a good book 

             CALENDAR  

 12 January, Regular Meeting Farmhouse, Activity Planning  
 14 & 21 January, ABC Class, Stanwood YMCA 
 27 Jan—4 Feb, Big Seattle Boat Show, C-Link Event Center  
  

Something really fun and interesting coming up. It’s a great destination too! It’s the District 

Spring Conference and this year it will be at Campbells Resort on Lake Chelan Even if you may 

not be interested in the meeting, it’s a great place to go and there are fun outside activites 

planned. See the info this issue…Be careful this month out on the icy roads. See you on slopes? 

may be interested in The Northwest Coastal Ex-
plorer by Robert Steelquist.   

The Seattle Boat Show runs 27 January 
through 4 February and ends the day before the 
Super Bowl.  Some of our members have 
signed up for booth duty.  If you are interested 
in doing a couple hour shift at our District 16 
USPS booth, please contact me with your pre-
ferred timeslots and we’ll see if they’re availa-
ble.  You’ll get free entry into the boat show that 
day.  The deadline is by 10 days before the 
show or whenever all the slots are filled. 

Got a boating fun, squadron-related or teaching 
aid photo that you’d like to share with District 
16?  If so, the D16 repository for photos is 
http://www.usps-d16.smugmug.com.  You’ll get 
full credit for your photos. 

Sure hope to see you at our 12 January Mem-
bers Meeting where we’ll plan boating rendez-
vous and other activities for the year.  Bring 
your ideas and let’s see if we can get them 
scheduled.   

http://www.skagitsquadron.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SBSPS/
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Boating and Other Activities 

Cdr Donna J. Mason, AP 

January 12, Cruise Planning Program at the Monthly Members Meeting. 

January is just around the corner.  Start gathering your thoughts for the January Member’s 2017 Cruise Planning Meeting. 
Where would you like to rendezvous?  At a dock or on the hook or some of each?  Quiet places or festivals with lots of activi-
ties?  Tried and true places or new adventures?  Who will be rendezvous hosts?  Share your wishes at the meeting so we can 
come up with a rendezvous schedule for 2017 that we’ll all look forward to.  

Here’s where we've had rendezvous 2009-2016  

Boating Rendezvous  
 Marina      City 
 Bell Harbor Marina & Seahawks Game  Seattle 
 Blind Bay Anchor Out    Shaw Island 
 Cap Sante, Anacortes Waterfront Festival  Anacortes 
 Coronet Bay, Deception Pass State Park  Whidbey Island 
 Deer Harbor Marina    Orcas Island 
 Desolation Sound 2-week cruise   Canada 
 Eagle Harbor Day for small boats   Cypress Island 
 Fisherman Bay Resort    Lopez Island 
 Fossil Bay     Sucia Island 
 Friday Harbor Marina    San Juan Island 
 Ganges Marina     Ganges, Salt Spring Island, B.C. Canada 
 Garrison Bay Raft-Up    San Juan Island 
 Jones Island Anchor Out    Jones Island in the San Juans 
 LaConner Marina     LaConner 
 Oak Harbor for Holland Happening   Whidbey Island 
 Poet's Cove Resort,     Bedwell Harbor S. Pender Island, B.C. Canada 
 Point Hudson Marina    Port Townsend 
 Port Sidney Marina    Sidney, Vancouver Island, B.C. Canada 
 Poulsbo Marina, D16 Rendezvous   Poulsbo 
 Reid Harbor, Stewart Island Remote Anchor Out Stewart Island 
 Roche Harbor     San Juan Island 
 Rosario Resort     Orcas Island 
 Salt Spring Marina @ Harbour's End  Ganges, Salt Spring Island, B.C. Canada 
 Squalicum Harbor, U Dock for July 4th Weekend Bellingham, WA 
   
Land Based Activities  
 Argosy Ship Cruise    Seattle/Kirkland 
 Coronet Bay, Deception Pass State Park  Whidbey Island 
 December Lighted Boat Parade at LaConner Pub LaConner 
 Fort Casey for Thanksgiving Weekend - RVers Whidbey Island 
 Friday Harbor Day Ferry Trip with lunch  San Juan Island 
 Granville Island Day Trip    Vancouver, B.C. Canada 
 Oak Harbor for Holland Happening - RVers  Whidbey Island 
 Portland, OR 2-day train trip   Portland, OR 
 Primo Bistro     Langley, S. Whidbey Island 
 Shipwreck Day     Anacortes 
 Sidney 2-day ferry trip    Sidney, Vancouver Island, B.C. Canada 
 Steveston Day Trip w/ lunch   Steveston, B.C. Canada 
 Tacoma Museum and Lunch Day Trip  Tacoma 
 Vancouver 2-day train trip    Vancouver, B.C. Canada 
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Skagit Bay Sail and Power Squadron 
United States Power Squadron 

Meeting Minutes 
December 10, 2016 

 

The following members were in attendance at the La Conner Pub:  
Donna Mason  George Brooks  Dick Hunter 
Paul Rosetter  Jeanne Brooks  Kari Randall-Secrest 
Bill Stewart  Glen Caporgno  Deanna Randall-Secrest   
Lynn Stewart  Carolyn Caporgno   
Dan Scott  Anton Kerkhove   
Don Coleman  Margaret Kerkhove   
John Bellinger  Mark Richey   
Marlene Bellinger Debbie Richey   
 
Guests:  Steve Drummond, Kim (guest of Dan Scott), Tammy (wife of Don Coleman), Seth Richey and son Zach (guests 
of Mark and Debbie Richey)  
 
Meeting called to order by Commander Donna Mason at 1855.  A quorum of the Executive Committee was present. 
 
Executive Officer’s Report – Mark Richey 

Boat Show Jan. 27th – Feb. 4th, 2017.  Sign up for booth duty if interested. 
Vessel Safety Checks – Two members are in the process of getting certified. 

 
 
Squadron Educational Officer’s Report – Debbie Richey: 

We need instructors!  Contact Debbie if interested. 
Upcoming class schedule: 

ABC course scheduled for two Saturdays in January (14th and 21st) at Stanwood YMCA.  Instructors: Mark 
and Debbie Richey. 

Advanced Piloting begins January 9th 2017 at Anacortes Marina.  Instructor: Bob Miller 
 
 
Administrative Officer’s Report – Dick Hunter: 

January program will be our annual event/activities planning meeting. 
Thank you to our new Supply Officers Anton and Margaret Kerkhove! 

 
Boating Activities – Donna Mason 

Dec 17:  Argosy Cruise in Seattle 
Next meeting:  Jan 12th – 2017 Activities Planning 

 
 
Secretary’s Report – Kari Randall-Secrest: 

November minutes posted in Bitter End.  We will approve them at the January meeting, since it was too difficult in 
the pub to hear corrections and take a vote. 

 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Donna Mason for Bob Miller 

Treasury report submitted 
Balance as of Dec. 3, 2016:  $5,911.37 

 
 
Commander’s Report – Donna Mason 

$186 collected as donation to the Skagit Food Bank by the squadron tonight. 
Raffle tonight:  West Marine gift bags won by Debbie Richey and Donna Mason, and a $25 Easton Books gift certif-

icate won by Anton Kerkhove. 
Information on the D16 Marketing and Membership Challenge will be provided at the January 2017 meeting. 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1905. 
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OUR CHRSTMAS PARTY-MEETING,  BOAT PARADE VIEW AT LACONNER PUB 

Left to Right , Top to Bottom 
 
 
Jeanne and George Brooks 
 
Kari and Deanna Randall-Secrest 
 
The Gang 
 
Dan Scott and his girlfriend Kim  

 
Mark and Debbie Richey with Son 
Seth and Grandson Zach 
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Tammy and Don Coleman 
 
Marlene and John Bellinger, Bill Stewart 
 
Margaret and Anton Kerkove  
 
Dick Hunter 
 
Glen and Carolyn Caporgno  

MORE LACONNER PICTURES 
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ARGOSY CRUISE, DECEMBER 17 

The Gang 

Carolers 

Police Escort Boat 
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~ General Meeting Information  ~ 
 

Our General Meetings are held monthly on the 2nd 
Thursdays of each month (except July & Au-
gust), at The Farmhouse Restaurant, corner of 
SR20 and La Conner-Whitney Road. Greetings and 
social time starts at 1800 with dinner at 1900.  
Meeting is normally held just before dinner. When 
a program is available it usually starts about 1930. 
The meeting is sometimes moved to another date 
or venue for special occasions, but that will be ad-
vertised in the newsletter or an email notice. 

HAPPY  
JANUARY  

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Jean Miller 
Kari Randall-Secrest 

Cliff Willaims 

 

Bridge Officers     

Commander 
Executive Officer 
Education Officer 
Administrative Officer 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Donna Mason, AP 
Mark Richey, SN 
Debbie Richey, AP 
Richard Hunter, P 
Kari Randall-Secrest, N 
Bob Miller, JN 

360 595-1083 
425-876-6274 
360-387-1260 
206 851-2831 
360 387-1194 
360-588-9950 

 

Executive Committee     

  
 

Marlene Bellinger, AP 
Paul Rosetter, AP 
Sandy Johnson, P 
Kelly Libby, S 

360 757-8091 
360 595-1083 
360-588-8125 
425-359-7078 

 

Commander Department     

Chaplain 
Flag Lt. 
Port Captain 
Law Officer 
Merit Marks 

Ruth Peterson, SN 
Craig Ford 
Vacant 
Vacant 
Debbie Richey, AP 
Vacant 
Vacant 

360-293-1888 
360 333-5308 
 
  
360-387-1260 
 

Executive Department     

Co-Op Charting 
Liaison 
Public Relations 
Asst Public Relations 
Radio Technical 
Safety 
Vessel Exams 

Lynn Stewart, P 
Debbie Richey, AP 
Deanna Randall-Secrest,N 
Vacant 
Vacant 
Bill Stewart, JN 
Vacant 

360-424-1270 
360-387-1260 
360-387-1194 
 
 
360-424-1270 

 
 

Education Department     

Assistant  Education Officer 
Local Board Public Boating 
Local Board Advanced Grds 
Local Board Elect Courses 

Bob Miller, JN 
George Johnson, SN 
George Brooks, SN 
John Bellinger, SN 

360 588-9950 
360-588-8125 
360 466-3470 
360-757-8091 

 

Administrative Department     

Boating Activities 
 Galley 
Greeting 
  
Membership 
Operations Training 
Programs 
Property Officer 
Supply Officer 
Telephone 

 

Donna Mason, AP 
Vacant 
Craig Ford 
Billie Ford 
Debbie Richey, AP 
Debbie Richey, AP 
Richard Hunter, P 
Vacant 
Sheryl Wytychak 
Vacant 

360 595-1083 
 
360 333-5308 
360 941-1956 
360-387-1260 
360-387-1260 
206 851-2831 
 
208-704-2249 

 

Secretary’s Department     

Editor “Bitter End” 
Historian 
Public Contact 
Roster 
Scrapbook 
Webmaster / IT 

Mark Richey, SN 
Lynn Stewart, P 
Debbie Richey, AP 
Bob Miller, JN 
Carolyn Caporgno  
Kari Randall-Secrest, N 

425-876-6274 
360-424-1270 
360-387-1260 
360-588-9950 
 
360-387-1194 

 

Auditing Committee     

1 Yr Chair 
2 Yrs. 
3 Yrs. 

Elisabeth Libby, S 
Judy Bennett, S 
Billie Ford 

425 923-9368 
707-443-2855 
360 941-1956 

 

Nominating Committee     

1 Yr. Chair 
2 Yrs. 
3 Yrs. 

Kelly Libby, S 
Paul Rosetter, AP 
George Johnson, SN 

425-359-7078 
360 595-1083 
360-588-8125 

 

Rules Committee     

1 Yr. Chair 
2 Yrs. 
3 Yrs. 

John Bellinger, SN 
Ruth Peterson, SN 
Vacant 

360-757-8091 
360-293-1888 

The Pledge 

I do solemnly pledge to: Abide by the bylaws of 

the United States Power Squadrons®; Promote 

high standards of navigation and seamanship; 

Maintain my boat and operate it legally; Render 

assistance whenever possible; and conduct myself 

in a manner that will add prestige, honor and re-

spect to the United States Power Squadrons.® 

Please note the vacancies. This is a fun group 
and you don’t have to have a grade to have a 
committee position. Every little bit helps. Pick 
something you think you can do and help out. If 
you don’t know what a spot does, ask the chair 
or an officer. 


